　<Attachment>
　

Overview of Graduate Program in Japanese Language and Culture

	1. Requirements for the Master’s Degree

(1) In addition to earning a minimum of 33 credits, participants must pass the final test and examination of the results of “Special Theme Research.”

	
	(1)
	Required Courses, Recommended Courses and Elective Courses
Participants must earn more than 33 credits (7 credits for Special Theme Research), including 29 credits from the required 13 courses, from among the 41 credits possible from a total of 19 courses.

	
	(2)
	(2) Special Theme Research
Participants must submit a “Special Theme Research Paper.” However, if there are special circumstances, such as described in b), it is acceptable for them to write a “Special Theme Research Thesis.” 

	
	
	a)
	Special Theme Research Paper
Participants must submit the results of their research in a “Special Theme Research Paper” on the subject, “Seminar for Special Theme III,” in the final term of their program. Participants formally present these research papers before the instructor(s), and answer oral questions from the instructor(s) on the research. This research must be conducted according to the policy and process described later in 3. Special Theme Research.

	
	
	b)
	Special Theme Research Thesis
Those participants who are required by their organizations, or need to write a full thesis because of homeland policy concerning the conferring of a master’s degree, can choose to write a “Special Theme Research Thesis.”  In this case, participants must pass an examination to judge whether their Japanese language ability, grades, and specific research plan are above a certain level at the end of the fall term and after the internship to indicate they are eligible for thesis instruction.

	2. Courses Planned to Be Offered and Course Guidance

	
	(1)
	Courses Planned to Be Offered
A total of 41 credits for the Required Courses, Recommended Courses and Elective Courses (including 9 credits for Special Theme Research). 

*Overview of Courses of  Graduate Program: see the Japanese Version  of  the  attachment of Application Instructions

	
	(2)
	(1) Lecturer

Full-time faculty members (considered to be the professors in charge) are responsible for all program course design, curriculum development, examination preparation, etc. These professors are selected from each of the two associated institutions (The Japan Foundation Japanese-Language Institute, Urawa, and The National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies). All classes will be taught by the full-time instructors chosen from the two institutions. However, faculty from outside of the program can be invited to participate, if necessary or desired.

	
	(3)
	(2) Registration Recommendations
(3) As for the registration of the courses other than the required courses, the professor in charge is responsible for giving advice and making recommendations upon registration in accordance with the participant’s research theme.
(4) 


	3. Special Theme Research

	
	(1)
	Purpose
The graduates of this program are expected to be leaders in Japanese language education when they return to their home countries. Therefore, it is important that both the research theme and the internship associated with it provide practical results to other teachers in their communities and also provide opportunities for improving their overall individual language teaching techniques.


	
	(2)
	Term by Term Progress

	
	
	a)
	[BEFORE arriving in Japan and starting the program]
The participant should select his/her research theme based on relevant problems and challenges in the participant’s country or community. The participant should plan out his/her internship (it does not have to be done in class, but can be completed through investigation or research), and finalize as much as possible potential supporters and supportive organizations before arriving in Japan.

	
	
	b)
	[Fall and Winter Terms]
The participant should deepen the scope of the research theme and plan a definite direction of the internship through classes and individual instruction.

	
	
	c)
	[Spring Term]
In principle, the participant goes back to his/her country for the internship.

	
	
	d)
	[Spring and Summer Terms]
The process of completing a research plan, scheduling implementation, and summarizing the report must be completed in accordance with the guidelines of the Special Theme Research Paper (or the Special Theme Research Thesis), as described in 1. (2).

	4. Preparative Task

	
	For participants accepted into the program, the following preparative tasks are scheduled to be assigned:

	
	
	a)
	Preparation using specified textbooks related to instruction methods (an exam to confirm the degree of language understanding will be given just after arriving in Japan).

	
	
	b)
	Collection and organization of data about the status of Japanese language education in the participant’s home country and community.

	
	
	c)
	Determination of a research theme and sounding out of that theme to potential supporters and supportive organizations.

	
	
	d)
	Video recording or tape recording of the participant’s own lectures for analyzing.

	
	
	e)
	Other tasks assigned by lecturers.
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